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About Graduate Liberal Studies 
at Georgetown

for many alumni and students, myself included, it is hard to believe that thirty-five years 
have passed since the founding of the Liberal Studies Program at Georgetown. The adminis-
trators and core faculty who initiated this program thirty-five years ago should be quite proud 
of their legacy of values-based, interdisciplinary education and scholarship at Georgetown. All 
Liberal Studies students and alumni owe a substantial thanks not only to those who conceived 
of Liberal Studies at Georgetown, but, additionally, to those core administrators and faculty 
who have nurtured and dedicated themselves to the Program and its students throughout the 
years.  Liberal Studies at Georgetown would not currently be recognized as one of the lead-
ing programs in the country without their enduring commitment. 

on page 6, founding dean Joe Pettit, DbA; mALS’ 89, has written a wonderful overview 
of the beginnings of Liberal Studies entitled, ”Georgetown’s Liberal Studies Program: what 
Shaped its beginning?” faculty member betty Duke, Ph.D., has provided some of her reflec-
tions on the early years of Liberal Studies. Professor francis winters, the recipient of The 2009 
Liberal Studies Excellence in Teaching faculty Award, reflects on his life of teaching ethics in 
the Program. in addition to these reflections, please enjoy the photos Assistant Dean and 
Associate Director of Graduate Liberal Studies Anne Ridder, mALS ’82, has provided for this 
issue.

Two significant steps in setting the direction for the next thirty-five years are the an-
nouncements that interim Dean of Graduate Liberal Studies Anthony Tambasco, Ph.D., has 
been named Associate Dean of Graduate Liberal Studies, and interim Director of Doctoral 
Studies, Terrence Reynolds has been named Director of Doctoral Studies.

Additionally, in this issue, is our annual commencement feature with numerous pictures of 
happy 2009 graduates, their families and friends. To all the graduates of 2009, congratulations!

further testament to the strength, growth and reputation of Georgetown’s Liberal 
Studies Program was the inception in 2005 of the first Doctor of Liberal Studies Program in 
the United States and canada. on page 14 are the biographical profiles of this year’s incom-
ing class. Each year the academic and personal profiles of the DLS candidates as well as their 
intended doctoral thesis are increasingly notable.

finally, there are many noteworthy Liberal Studies events to consider attending this fall, 
such as a three-part “Science and human values” lecture series celebrating Galileo’s 400th an-
niversary. Equally exciting are the continuing relationships between Graduate Liberal Studies 
and the Synetic and Lansburg Theatres. There will be two of the highly popular Liberal Studies 
Philosophy Roundtables this fall, so watch for the email from the Liberal Studies office so you 
can secure a reservation!

   Enjoy.
   Sandra vieira
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Dean’s Message

This edition of our magazine is dedicated to the past and future of our Liberal Studies 
Program. Entering our 35th anniversary year is a most appropriate time to reflect back on our 
accomplishments and to talk about our aspirations for the future.

i recently appointed Dr. Anthony Tambasco as the new Associate Dean of the Graduate 
Liberal Studies in our School. After a national search for our next leader, we found someone in 
our own backyard with a deep understanding of and personal dedication to the traditions that 
have animated our Liberal Studies Program for more than 30 years. Tony is the perfect person to 
lead us at this moment in time – for he was both an architect of our program and has articulated a 
very exciting set of initiatives for our future work together.

The future of our Liberal Studies is ensured by looking to our past – by being consistent 
with the core values that moved our program into national prominence. with the appointment of 
Tony to the role of Associate Dean, we have assured that all progress made in the future will be 
tied to interdisciplinary programming, values-based education, self-reflection and academic rigor.

currently, higher education institutions around the globe are engaged in a conversation 
about how to become more interdisciplinary in their approach to education. i think our Liberal 
Studies Program has an opportunity to engage in this conversation and lead discussions on the 
future of designing meaningful educational offerings in this light.

our first step in becoming involved in this conversation is at Georgetown. much of our 
teaching and learning can and should be included in the work being done in other parts of the 
University. it is my sincerest hope that our work in the upcoming year will find a way to engage 
with the conversations that Georgetown is having about combining disciplines to create new edu-
cational experiences for its students.

in the year to come i look forward to working with Tony and engaging our faculty, student, 
and alumni populations in conversations about our interdisciplinary approach and our human 
values focus. i look forward to defining the impact that our unique approach to educational de-
livery has on the lives of our students, and to defining how our educational approach impacts the 
lives of our alumni as they deal with some of our most difficult issues facing our world.

i am looking forward to seeing you all around the hilltop, and wish you the best as your 
term begins.

    warm Regards,

     Robert manuel
     Dean of the School of continuing Studies
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Director’s Notes

Life is full of surprises.  A year ago i was planning to chair the search committee for the 
new Associate Dean of Graduate Liberal Studies, and you were waiting to see a new face in 
that office.  Then, with the prodding of colleagues, i stepped off the committee and submit-
ted my application, and you now know the results.  i would like to express my thanks to the 
colleagues who encouraged me to serve, to the search committee who recommended me as 
a finalist, and to Dean manuel for his confidence in me with this appointment.  now that you 
have a permanent dean, in many ways you will see in the program what you are used to, as 
i simply continue to do what i have been doing for the past year and what the program has 
done well for thirty-five years.  in fact, in this coming year we will be celebrating the emerald 
anniversary of Liberal Studies at Georgetown, so watch for the event in the spring semester, 
along with the little anticipations of that celebration in things like this issue of the magazine.

i suspect, though, that there will also be surprises as the program develops and meets 
present needs.  our self-study should be nearing completion in the fall, with outside evalu-
ators coming in the spring.  i would like to thank those who filled out questionnaires, partici-
pated in focus groups, and submitted observations related to the self-study.  The results of 
this input will be joined to the results of an earlier survey of alumni and work that was done 
by a university committee but kept on file when the self-study was delayed until this year.  
next issue should share some of those results.

one would also expect surprises in a liberal arts curriculum that gives centrality to 
creativity and the imagination.  we will encourage that in our events calendar.  i would high-
light two extra-curricular programs.  we are continuing the collaboration we began last year 
with Synetic Theater in virginia—this time for the entire season—with my hosting a panel 
of actors and faculty to discuss each play on a date that will also provide discount tickets to 
Liberal Studies students and alumni.  The other major event will be a series of lectures on Sci-
ence and human values during the fall semester, emphasizing the ways in which science and 
liberal arts education, which are usually seen as separate and sometimes opposed spheres of 
knowledge, actually share much in common.  check the events calendar in this issue for more 
details.

   Anthony Tambasco
   Associate Dean of Graduate Liberal Studies
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Notes from the
Director of Doctoral Studies, DLS Program

in the winter of 2005, the Executive committee of the Graduate School approved the proposal for a 
Doctoral Degree in Liberal Studies and in the fall of that year we welcomed our first class into the DLS Pro-
gram.  The DLS degree was the first non-traditional doctorate ever offered at Georgetown University and 
the first doctoral degree in Liberal Studies in the world.  when Dr. Phyllis o’callaghan and i first discussed 
the idea and worked together on the proposal, we anticipated that our applicants would be largely drawn 
from Georgetown’s mALS Program, which had graduated over twelve hundred students during its first 
thirty years of operation.  As it turned out, interest in the program throughout the region and throughout 
the country far exceeded our expectations.  while a number of our applicants have been graduates of 
Georgetown’s mALS Program, a great many others have come to us from very different areas and academic 
backgrounds.

now in our fifth year of operation,  with an enrollment of over sixty students, the program has drawn applications from 
cEos, lawyers, medical professionals, teachers, cfos, academic administrators, retirees, religious and political leaders, heads of 
nGos, military personnel, artists, philosophers, entrepreneurs, security experts, as well as stay-at-home mothers and fathers.  in 
short, the quality of the program and the stellar reputation of Georgetown University have enabled us to attract an extraordinari-
ly talented pool of students, and we’re very proud of the program’s success.  As i write, several members of our first and second 
classes are moving ahead with their comprehensive Exams, and a few are beginning work on their theses.  i expect that we will be 
graduating our first DLS students in the spring of 2011, if not earlier.

while the DLS program has evolved, the School of continuing Studies, under the leadership of Dean Robert manuel, has 
also undergone significant expansion in the areas of professional studies.  The addition of the mPS degrees (master of Profes-
sional Studies) in human Resources, Journalism, Public Relations, Sports industry management, Technology management, and 
Real Estate has added an outstanding professional dimension to the ScS, but the Liberal Studies Program remains the distinctive 
humanities-based component in the School’s overall programming.  with the naming of Dr. Anthony Tambasco as Associate Dean 
in the School of continuing Studies and Director of the Graduate Liberal Studies Programs, i look forward to continued excel-
lence and growth in our graduate offerings.  Recent, extensive conversations with mALS and DLS students have proven very 
helpful in assessing the program’s considerable strengths, and Dr. Tambasco will be working with Dean manuel, the core faculty 
of the Liberal Studies Program, and me to build on those discussions to make an already superb program even better.  The DLS 
program at Georgetown remains the only one of its kind in the nation, and we continue to be proud of its selectivity and aca-
demic seriousness.  its future contributions to the ScS and to Georgetown University look promising indeed.  

        Terrence Reynolds
        Director of Doctoral Studies  
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Our
 35th

what business does a 33-year 
old dean of summer and continuing 
education with two graduate degrees in 
business administration have in propos-
ing a liberal studies program for the 
oldest catholic university in America?  
Looking back over 35 years, i have to 
admit the correct answer is “very little.”  
chutzpah, good colleagues, moderate 
listening skills, and a belated readiness 
by the University to embrace adult stu-
dents probably deserve the lion’s share 
of credit for the program’s start in 1974.  
Except for summer workshops, continu-

ing education was new to Georgetown’s 
main campus in 1970.  Even then it 
was confined primarily to non-credit 
courses aimed at adults in the commu-
nity hungry for intellectual enrichment.  
however, adults in these courses were 
not satisfied with non-credit courses 
that met ten or twelve times a semes-
ter.  They wanted something more 
rigorous to satisfy their hunger.  fortu-
nately, other universities already offered 
broad-based, interdisciplinary liberal 
studies degree programs, and some of 
their leaders were generous in helping 

us adapt this model to Georgetown.  
for over one hundred and eighty years, 
Georgetown had offered education 
designed to shape both the intellect 
and the character of its students.  Those 
on campus with whom i discussed the 
idea encouraged me to focus the new 
program on the study of human values.  

who were the program’s early 
students?  how was it described and 
organized as it began?  To answer these 
questions, i can share a brief excerpt 
from a report i wrote early in 1976.*  

… These students 
represent a wide variety of 
professions and personal 
experiences.  Edgar clark is a 
former Time correspondent, 
Joan caryl is a former George-
town faculty member who 
teaches art at Georgetown 
Prep, John baird (fS’53) is a 
Labor Department analyst, 
Dale modesitt is returning 
to school after devoting her 
exclusive attention to raising 
her children.  And so it goes 
with all the LSP students.

The courses that attract 
these adults are broad-

Georgetown’s Liberal Studies Program: What Shaped Its Beginning?
by Joe Pettit

 
Year

Dean Joseph Pettit 
and Page Shelp, 
MLS ‘75, first LSP 
graduate
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gauged humanities and social 
science courses that either im-
plicitly or explicitly emphasize 
questions of human values.  
Through these courses the 
program concentrates its ener-
gies on making students con-
scious of the process by which 
their knowledge and values 
are converted into action.  
Such awareness also sharpens 
students’ perceptions of them-
selves and the world around 
them.  hence, the primary aim 
of the program is to develop 
critical consciousness and in-
formed evaluation.  During the 
past year the LSP Executive 
council, made up of six faculty 
members, three students, 
and two deans, has devoted 
itself to the refinement of this 
rationale and the formulation 
of program policies.
within four years of writing these 

words, i hired Dr. Phyllis o’callaghan 
to direct the program, and i moved to 
the University’s office of Planning and 
institutional Research as vice-President.  
The program, however, continued 
to exert a pull on me so i enrolled as 
a student.  Gradually, i was drawn to 

learn more about the literature, history, 
and economics of an ancestral country, 
ireland.  i received an mALS degree 
in 1989.  over the next several years, i 
taught a few courses in the program and 
directed several theses.  more recently, 
my connection with the program has 
simply been as a proud alumnus.  

credit for the program’s health 
and success on the occasion of its 35th 
anniversary is due entirely to the hard 
work, nurturing, careful guidance and 
leadership over the years of its admin-
istrators, Dr. o’callaghan,  Anne Ridder, 
and Jean Esswein, and its faculty leaders, 

including, but not limited to, Anthony 
Tambasco, Terry Reynolds, chester Gil-
lis (now Dean of Georgetown college), 
michael collins (formerly Dean of the 
SScE) and Ronald Johnson.  congratula-
tions and best wishes for another thirty-
five very fruitful years.
*Report to the President of Georgetown University 
on the School for Summer and continuing Education, 
submitted by Joseph Pettit, Dean, feb. 24, 1976, 5 & 6.

Dr. Phyllis O’Callaghan celebrating Gabrielle Hill’s 06 graduation

Dr. Gerard Iannelli and his summer  Communication and Persuasion students

Joseph Pettit, DbA; mALS ‘89, is the 
former Dean of the School of Summer 
and continuing Education and vice-
President for institutional Planning and 
Research at Georgetown University.

Dr. Joseph Pettit with Florence White and 1984 graduates
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when i arrived as a new faculty 
member in Liberal Studies in the 
summer of l981, the program was 
very new.  we were so small that our 
graduation ceremonies took place in 
the icc Auditorium.  with the faculty 
and administration, as well as all of 
the graduates and their families and 
friends, it was at least ten years before 
we outgrew the space and moved to 
Gaston hall.

Later, we all contributed to 
values in conflict, a book of faculty 
and student essays edited by Phyllis 
o’callaghan. The book highlighted 

the unique nature of the George-
town Liberal Studies Progarm and its 
commitment to the education of the 
whole person in human values consis-
tent with the Georgetown and Jesuit 
tradition.

The shared nature of that com-
mitment came clear to me early on by 
a man named “Joe” who was a student 
in my first class.  i knew he worked at 
Georgetown.  he was a great student, 
a real contributor to the course.  only 
later did i put it together that he was 
Dean Joe Pettit, the founder of the 
program, who was walking the walk, 

Reflections from early faculty member Elizabeth Duke, Ph.D.

not just talking the talk of Liberal 
Studies, by being part of the program 
he founded.

in those days, the Liberal Studies 
“army” ran on its stomach.  because 
lots of us were part-time, the program 
organized lunches to allow faculty 
to share ideas and other lunches 
to power the evaluation of thesis 
proposals (we didn’t offer a thesis 
proposal workshop in those days).  
we had evening meetings/receptions 
for the early students to discuss their 
completed thesis projects.  They 
were impressive sessions, showcasing 
the outstanding work done by our 
students.

These were heady years of 
tremendous innovation both in the 
Georgeown program and in the 
Liberal Studies movement nationally.  
it was a period of great growth for all 
of us.

Dr. Elizabeth Duke is a Silver vicennial 
medalist and 2006 Excellence in Teach-
ing faculty awardee. 

Dr. Elizabeth Duke celebrates 
her faculty award with her 
husband, Richard Duke.

2005 Silver Vicennial Medalists: Dr. 
Arnold Bradford, Dr. William O’Brien, 
Dr. William Douglas, Dr. Ralph 
Nurnberger
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LS

on the occasion of the Liberal Stud-
ies 35th Anniversary i have been asked to 
write a few words about the experience 
of teaching ethics in the Liberal Studies 
Program. Two words would suffice to de-
scribe that experience : “it’s magical.”  Per-
haps a few additional reflections would 
help to share this privileged experience.

The most significant ingredient of 
this experience of teaching is the nature of 
the program itself : from the beginning the 
program has identified its characteristic 
educational agenda as one founded on 
the centrality of human values.  This defini-
tive emphasis grows out of the founding 
of the University in 1789 by the Jesuits.  As 
each of the University’s separate schools 
was founded, the original aspiration of the 
college was extended to the other units, 
the Graduate School, the medical School, 
the Law center, the School of foreign 
Service, business School, the School of 
nursing and finally, the School of continu-
ing Studies.  when students choose to 
enroll in any of these schools, one of their 
motives is to take advantage of the op-
portunity to study in an institution where 
they can expect the centrality of a deep 
concern for conscience to animate all their 
studies.

There is, therefore, no need to 
convince our students of the salience of 
ethical concerns in course selection and 

design.  for example, in my course on 
crises of conscience in American foreign 
Policy, students enroll already in search of 
a discussion of conscience in the formula-
tion and execution of foreign policy.  one 
might expect, however, that it would 
be difficult to discover a framework of 
ethical discussion that would be widely 
shared at the opening of the course.  my 
experience has been the opposite.  our 
students, from the beginning, share an 
unspoken consensus: namely, that there 
are two primordial rights at the heart of 
foreign policy formulation: the right to life 
and the right to independence. Those 
familiar with Georgetown will recognize 
that these two primordial rights are the 
starting point of the reflections of the 
natural law approach to ethics. The natural 
law tradition maintains that these two 
primordial rights are related dialectically, 
that is, neither is absolute, but both must 
be considered in making any ethical 
judgment about foreign policy.  Students 
in the course are free to choose any ethi-
cal system for judging actions in foreign 
policy, but many students relate almost 
instinctively to the natural law tradition. 

when we turn to the analysis of 
specific decisions, it becomes immedi-
ately evident that the individuals in 
the class differ markedly in their judg-
ments on how these two primordial 

Ethics for Adults Only
by Francis X. Winters

Dr. Anthony Tambasco, Anne Ridder, MALS ‘82, 
with Rev. Francis X. Winters, Ph.D.

LSP 30th Anniversary celebrants: Dr. Phyllis
O’Callaghan, Dr. Chester Gillis, John McClenahen, 
MALS ‘98, first editor of Liberal Studies at 
Georgetown, and Tom Kenyon, MALS ‘92

Gerard Puckerin, DLS student and marshal, 
MALS ‘04
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rights interact in any specific case.  Any 
discussion of self-defense by a nation 
will reveal that students weigh very 
differently the priority of life and that of 
independence.  The classic discussion 
of the challenge of making judgments 
on the American bombing of hiroshima 
will bring forward the often irreconcil-
able claims of many that the bombing 
violated the collective right to life of 
the innocent citizens there, while others 
will conclude that the exigencies of 
national independence of the various 
allied nations engaged in the Pacific war 
might justify the bombing because no 
alternative strategy available to the allies 
could succeed in exacting surrender 
from Japan without a direct attack on 
other Japanese civilians. To begin the 
debate with a consensus on the relevant 
ethical principles does not often lead to 
a consensus of judgment of any particu-
lar historical choice.  it is this disparity 
of conclusions about the meaning of 
agreed upon principles of ethics in 
specific cases that yields the magic of 
argument, the lasting intrigue of the 
exercise of conscience.

As a semester progresses, the 
conversation on specific cases in foreign 
policy begins to resemble a conversa-
tion among old friends, which picks up 

seamlessly after a long separation.  The 
only ironic development of this experi-
ence of education is the sudden aware-
ness at the end of discussion that it is 
taking place in a classroom, rather than 
over a dinner table.

The structure of the argument 
in our classes is as old as St. Thomas 
Aquinas (1225-74). The vitality of the 
argument, however, is ever changing.  
The factual basis of each debate recalls 
the exhortation of George orwell, who 
demanded that the citizen “look at the 
facts in front of your face.”  Each serious 
inquiry into ethics and foreign policy 
requires a certain skepticism about the 
conventional wisdom of the day.

The classic case of the importance 
of skepticism about conventional politi-
cal wisdom was the somewhat surprising 
development during the early 1980’s 
when the Roman catholic bishops in 
the United States (and a very few other 
nations) sounded the alarm about the 
complacency of the public about the 
risks of the decades-long era of nuclear 
deterrence (a direct consequence of 
the early use of the atomic bomb at 
hiroshima). After several years of con-
versations and research, the bishops dis-
covered that the U. S. government had 
no confidence that it would be able 

to control a nuclear war, which might 
predictably result in the destruction of 
the northern hemisphere.  They then 
published a pastoral letter condemning 
the national security strategy  to employ 
nuclear weapons in certain circum-
stances, but approving the retention of 
the nuclear arsenal as a deterrent. The 
bishops’ nuanced letter is a model of 
the complexity of ethical argument on 
foreign policy. our students have been 
consistently ready to examine such 
challenges to the conventional political 
wisdom and to seek out new strategies 
to protect independence without wan-
tonly sacrificing the right to life. 

Such careful and informed 
debates about our common concerns 
about the right to life and the right to 
independence are among the joys of 
teaching at Georgetown, calling on the 
ancient traditions of the University’s 
classic philosophical and theological 
heritage and an ever alert scrutiny of 
the conventional wisdom of the day.

Rev. francis X. winters, Ph.D., is the 2009 
recipient of The Excellence in Teaching 
faculty Award and Professor Emeritus, 
School of foreign Service. LS

Sandy Overbey, BALS ‘99, Dr. Terrence Reynolds and his wife Lyn, Dr. Chester Gillis, 
and Dr. Deidre Dawson

Dr. Michael Collins, former SSCE Dean, Erik Frederik-
sen, BALS ‘97; MALS ‘01, former LSP Administrative 
Assistant, and Dr. Jesse Mann, Recipient of Doctor of 
Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, ‘97



The Georgetown School of Continuing Studies con-
ferred 72 degrees upon the undergraduate and graduate 
students of the Liberal Studies program at its 34th com-
mencement ceremony on Saturday, May 16, 2009. To the 
graduates of 2009, Congratulations! Please enjoy the fol-
lowing photo collage of your commencement. 

2009 Commencement



12 

The 2009 School of continuing 
Studies commencement celebrated 
the fifty-eight July ‘08 through may 
‘09 graduates of the master of Arts in 
Liberal Studies Degree Program and 
celebrated their relationships with ScS, 
the University, their classmates,  faculty, 
alumni, and their families.

The School hosted a celebration 
Dinner in their honor on wednesday, 
may 13th, and a number of  faculty and 
graduates were recognized for achieve-
ments.

Suzanne bailey and Adav noti 

shared recognition as marshals for the 
class achieving the highest academic 
records of 4.0 cum GPA’s.  Suzanne now 
joins her mother, Jacqueline Peebles, 
mALS ‘91, as a Liberal Studies alumna.

other celebrated “kin” were 
Thomas E. fitzgerald iii, mALS ‘08 and 
his father, Thomas f. fitzgerald, mALS 
’95 and Thomas Kiely, mALS ‘08 and 
his wife, Joan wixted Kiely, mALS ‘89.  
A “first” was awarding Liberal Studies 
mALS degrees to twins, Krishna and 
Krista Aniel.  Sisters and brothers have 
earned the degree, now twin sisters! 

Sharing faculty awards were father 
francis X. winters, Ph.D., presented 
withThe Excellence in Teaching fac-
ulty Award and Abby Johnson, Ph.D., 
presented with The ScS Dean’s Service 
Award.  Their awards recognized their 
dedicated years of service to the Liber-
al Studies Program and particularly their 
outstanding mentorship and teaching of 
hundreds of Liberal Studies students.

Several graduates formed “study/
survival” thesis writing groups encourag-
ing the research and writing progress 
of each other.  mentees of Dr. Paula     
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warrick, Elba Agusti, Kathleen Jackson, Jennifer owen, and Kath-
leen Pomerenk,  stayed closely tuned to one another particular-
ly during the final polish and online submissions of their theses.

Alex Joseph Kipp celebrates the relationship of George-
town medical School and the School of continuing Studies 
earning the joint m.D./mALS degree - his mALS degree com-
pleted in July ‘08 and his m.D. degree awarded in may ‘09.

The University community is enriched by its employees 
who are recipients of the mALS degree this year: John Adams, 
Jr., Thelma camua, Rachael Godlove, Tonya hinds, Katherine 
Joyner, Katie michaels, and ilan weinberger.

The may 16th commencement ceremony honorary 
degree recipient, freeman hrabowski iii, Ph.D., closed his ad-
dress with words that captured the mood and makeup of all the 
Liberal Studies graduates, faculty, family and friends by stating, 
“Education is the key to human growth and fulfillment and rela-
tionships play a key role in that process.”    LS
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DLS Welcomes 11 Candidates

Erika Cohen Derr is the Director of 
Student Programs at Georgetown University, 
which allows her to serve as advisor, educa-
tor, and mentor to undergraduate student 
leaders from all walks of life. in this role, Erika 
works collaboratively to foster personal and 
leadership development among students, 
and to empower student organizations 
to create a vibrant, diverse and complex 
campus community. Prior to this, Erika 
served as Georgetown’s Director of new 
Student orientation. She currently serves on 
Georgetown’s Diversity Action council, and 
on the Steering committee of the national 
conference for college women Student 
Leaders.  She was also a founding member 
of the Georgetown Toastmasters club, 
where she remains an active member. Erika’s 
early professional career included stints 
as a retail banker and as a health educa-
tor with the Arthritis foundation metro-
politan washington chapter.  She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Anthropology from 
the college of william and mary, and a 
master’s degree in Education, counseling 
and Personnel Services from the University 
of maryland. her doctoral studies will focus 
on identity development among college 
students with particular attention on the role 
that the catholic and Jesuit educational mis-
sion plays in the development of a student’s 
personal identity and values.   

Stephen Ginsberg has spent the last 
35 years practicing general ophthalmology 
in montgomery county, maryland, with an 
emphasis on corneal transplant, cataract, and 
glaucoma surgery.  As a solo practitioner 
as well as sub-section chief for washington 
Adventist hospital’s eye department for the 
last 20 years, a position he still holds, his pro-
fessional life has been extraordinarily busy 
and satisfying.  in the early 1990s, his late 
wife and he were fortunate enough to have 
attended Georgetown’s mALS program and 
they both completed their degrees in 1994.  
he shares, “Those years at Georgetown will 
always be cherished as a period of learn-
ing with constant exposure to others with 
similar interests to my own.  now, as i enter 
the next phase of my life, having partially 
retired from my practice in July, 2008, i have 
opted to begin a new chapter of study.  This 
new phase will combine my long career in 
medicine with a second related area of inter-
est, namely the study of the bioethical issues 
of medicine which have surfaced in recent 
years and which are coincident with the 
advent of new medical technologies such as 
stem cell research and application, cloning, 
abortion rights, euthanasia, right to life/death 
matters, as well as many others. hopefully 
through study, i will be better able to bring 

together the disciplines of theology, phi-
losophy, cultural anthropology, and ethics 
in a manner that will allow me to serve as a 
bioethicist who will be very helpful in guid-
ing decision making on these very complex 
and important spheres.”

Paul Douglas (Doug) 
Humphries is in his 25th year of civilian 
federal service and has held several posi-
tions in the security policy and analysis 
field with various organizations, including 
the Department of State, the federal 
bureau of investigation, and the office of 
the Director of national intelligence.  he 
currently serves as a senior manager in 
the national counterterrorism center’s 
Directorate of intelligence.  Doug also 
retired last year as a colonel in the US 
Army Reserve after 30 years of combined 
active and inactive duty, the last several as 
an infantry officer with special operations 
forces and as an adjunct instructor with 
the US Army command and General Staff 
college.  he received his bA in Political 
Science and history and his mA in 
history from the University of califor-
nia, Los Angeles, and plans to focus 
his doctoral research on interdisci-
plinary perspectives on terrorism 
and efforts to combat it.   

Upon their acceptance in the spring of 2009, 11 new students entered the Doctor of Liberal Studies (DLS) Program. They join the 
program’s 52 current students. The breadth and diversity of their personal backgrounds as well as their proposed thesis research topics 
demonstrates the broad appeal of the Liberal Studies Program and relevance of a values-based education. Biographical sketches of the 
new candidates, arranged alphabetically, follow.
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Joyce Lussier graduated from 
Rosemont college in 1960 and received 
her mA degree in Philosophy from vil-
lanova University in 1962.  She was an 
assistant professor at St. John’s University 
in new york, where she also began her 
doctoral work in Philosophy.  marriage 
and children took her to Spokane, wash-
ington, berlin, Germany and ultimately 
to washington, Dc where she spent the 
ensuing years. During this period, she held 
significant leadership positions designing 
and overseeing organizational systems.   
She was the manager for maryland and 
virginia for the news Election Service and 
the administrator for the new york State 
festival and the new york city Tour.  The 
avocations of scuba diving and photogra-
phy allowed her the opportunity to travel 
much of the world and upon retiring in 
1996 she moved to Rehoboth beach, DE.  
in 2007 she entered the mALS program 
at Georgetown University to experience 
more intensive involvement in philo-
sophical and theological issues.  her DLS 
dissertation will focus on the “christian 
Response to the mind/body Problem” 
which will entail an analysis of the current 
neuro-scientific and cognitive theses and 
the response that the theological commu-
nity has proffered to this attack on its basic 
tenets. 

Sassan Cyrus Parandeh is the 
Global Treasurer of childfund internation-
al, a humanitarian organization operating in 
32 developing countries.  he has 18 years 
of corporate finance and treasury experi-
ence having served as the vP, Treasury of 
Platinum Equity LLc, Director of interna-
tional Treasury of Dole food company, 
city cash manager for the city of Long 
beach, california, and corporate cash 
manager for Litton industries, inc.  Sassan 
is a certified Treasury Professional (cTP) 
who holds a masters of business Adminis-
tration from Loyola marymount University 
in Los Angeles, a masters of Public Admin-
istration and a bachelor of Arts degree in 
Economics from california State University, 
Long beach.  Sassan has traveled extensively 
on business and humanitarian missions 
in emerging countries and has studied, 
published, and presented works on the 
detection and abatement of corruption at 
multinational organizations.  As an iranian-
American who lived in Tehran during the 
1979 Revolution he came to realize how 
the perception of foreign exploitation by 
global businesses in the natural resource 
and extractive industries helped fan the 
flames of fundamentalism, isolationism, 
and tradition.    Sassan plans to focus his 
doctoral research on the impact of global-
ization and corruption on the radicalization 
of developing countries. 

Ed Piper is the Director of Public Safe-
ty and Emergency management at George-
town Law. he has over 35 years of diversified 

experience in security, law enforcement, 
intelligence, education, training, consulting 
and management. he has served in both the 
U.S. Army and the U.S. navy in intelligence 
and law enforcement.  As a consultant to the 
federal government, Governor’s office of the 
State of maryland and numerous interna-
tional business entities, he has developed and 
delivered training programs in drug interdic-
tion, workplace violence prevention, school 
security, anti-terrorism, security management 
and crisis management. he was a contributing 
author on the topics of security manage-
ment and emergency management for a 
new butterworth heinemann book entitled: 
maritime Security, now being used as a 
textbook at a number of colleges and military 
academies. his articles have been published 
in the Journal of commerce, Security Director 
news and other publications.  his doctoral 
degree research will focus on defining the 
critical need to create and design a doctoral 
degree in homeland Security at Georgetown 
University in order to develop highly special-
ized faculty members to meet the teaching 
needs of over 300 homeland security degree 
programs across the United States and to also 
meet the unique research and staffing needs 
of the Department of homeland Security in 
washington, Dc.

Deborah Reichmann serves on the 
staff of the Jewish chaplaincy in the office 
of campus ministry at Georgetown Univer-
sity.  her work includes religious program-
ming for the Jewish community at George-
town as well as interfaith programming for 
all students.  She received both her bA and 
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JD from Georgetown University, and also 
has an mPh from Johns hopkins University 
School of Public health.  Prior to coming to 
work at Georgetown she spent a decade 
as a health policy attorney.  in this capacity, 
ms. Reichmann worked as in-house counsel 
at industry associations with a focus on ad-
vocacy and analysis of healthcare legislation 
and regulations on local, state and federal 
levels.  As such, her primary focus was on 
public programs, specifically medicare.  
her doctoral work will focus on how major 
religions have adapted to a world made 
both smaller by communication and larger 
by accessibility. She is interested in examin-
ing the impact of diversity in religion on 
policy and social structure.

Robert Schmidle is a major 
General in the United States marine corps. 
he graduated from Drew University with 
a bachelor of Arts in history and earned 
a masters of Arts in Philosophy from 
American University. he is a distinguished 
graduate and prior faculty member of the 
marine corps command and Staff college 
and is also a distinguished graduate of the 
marine corps war college. he has com-
manded numerous organizations including 
two f/A-18 squadrons and most recently 
was the commanding General of the first 
marine Aircraft wing in okinawa, Japan. his 
latest publication was in the book Global 
conflict Resolution Through Positioning 
Analysis where he contributed the chapter 
on Positioning Theory and military Leader-
ship.  his doctoral research will draw heavily 
on the later works of Ludwig wittgenstein. 

Dan Spethmann, Ph.D. has more 
than 30 years of experience in natural 
resource management.  most recently, he 
was manager of investment Programs for 
new forests, inc. where he helped to raise 

and place institutional and private capital 
into ecosystem markets. Prior to this, he 
participated in the non Timber Resources 
Development effort at Temple-inland, inc. 
where he worked to develop stream and 
wetlands mitigation instruments, working 
forest conservation easements, and endan-
gered species credit programs.  he was 
founder and President of Strategic controls 
corporation which provided supervisory 
control and data acquisition systems for 
the natural gas industry.  he also served as 
Project manager at moncon, inc. where he 
provided controls systems for hydroelectric 
facilities as well as the municipal water and 
wastewater industries.  he holds a Ph.D. in 
forest Economics from Stephen f. Austin 
State University, an mS in forestry from the 
University of wisconsin madison, and a bS 
in biology from the University of wisconsin. 
he is an adjunct faculty member at Stephen 
f. Austin State University.  his DLS research 
is intended to focus on the stewardship of 
natural resources and developing a balance 
of methods to capture the range of guiding 
values from anthropocentric to existential, 
from the perspective of current and future 
generations.

Eric Van Slander grew up in the 
scenic Laurel highlands of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania.   Since that time he lived for 
about 10 years in new york city, two years 
in Tochigi, Japan, and has spent the last nine 
years in the washington, Dc area.  he holds 
a bA and an mA in history from the city 
college of new york, as well as an mLS from 
the University of maryland, college Park.  
Eric is currently employed as an Archivist in 
the Textual Reference Services Division of 
the national Archives and Records Admin-
istration in college Park, maryland, where 
he specializes in records relating to world 
war ii, the Allied occupation of Japan, and 

U.S.-East Asia relations.  Prior to working 
at the national Archives, he worked at a 
major accounting firm in new york city and 
as a conversational English instructor at a 
language school in rural Japan.  

in the DLS program, Eric would like to 
explore 20th century American foreign rela-
tions, with a focus on U.S.-East Asia relations.  
in his doctoral thesis, he intends to examine 
efforts made by christian missionaries to 
mold American perceptions, with regards 
to Japan, as well as to influence official U.S. 
foreign policy toward that nation, during the 
1930s, 40s and 50s.

Jeffrey M. Zimmerman, a native 
washingtonian, is a graduate of Dart-
mouth college, The wharton School 
and Georgetown’s Russian Area Stud-
ies Program.  Jeff is a global energy and 
security consultant.   he has led European 
and north American client engagements 
for booz Allen hamilton, Pricewaterhouse 
coopers and Gartner.  he established and 
led booz Allen’s Eastern European Energy 
Practice, was a founder of Pwc’s commer-
cial cryptography venture, and started two 
companies.  currently Jeff is a consultant 
on information technology power issues 
for the Director of national intelligence.  
Previously a marine officer, he deployed 
twice to vietnam, served in Guantanamo 
bay, and led numerous intelligence 
operations in cold war Europe.  he was 
awarded a national Security Agency Di-
rector’s fellowship and retired as a marine 
Lieutenant colonel.  Jeff looks forward to 
his “third career” as a writer and teacher of 
early modern European history.  his DLS 
focus is on the milieu of the Reformation 
and counter Reformation during the 350 
years from Jan hus to voltaire. LS
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Liberal Studies Alumni, Student, 
and Faculty  Notes

News of Alumni

Josh Arinze, mALS ’07, shares 
news of passing the oral Assessment 
session in march, the most “grueling” part 
of months of assessment and additional 
security and medical clearance for selec-
tion into the State Department foreign 
Service.

 James Claude Benton, mALS 
’08, begins doctoral study at George-
town this fall in the history department.  
his concentration is United States history 
with a specific focus on 20th century 
labor history and deindustrialization.  his 
recent mALS thesis, “Economic change 
and the ‘city of Looms’: Trade Adjust-
ment Assistance in the American com-
munity,” is cited in a soon to be released 
Tennessee Press book by Timothy 
vanderburg, Gardner-webb University 
history professor.  his book and benton’s 
thesis focus on the economic crises of the 
cannon mills company and its successor, 
the Pillowtex corporation.

Susan Bond, bALS ’03, combines 
teaching and working toward a Ph.D. in 
biblical Studies at George mason Univer-
sity.

Recent mALS 
’08 graduate, Jeff 
Blumberg and his 
wife served as Peace 

corps volunteers in a small coastal village 
in belize 2004-2006. he operated a Legal 
information bureau in the village and initi-
ated the first high school mock court pro-
gram in belize.  his Peace corps journal 
provided a backdrop for his thesis, “The 
American Dream through the window of 
Peace corps memoirs.”  Jeff and his wife 
started a non-profit (The blumberg fund 
for belizean youth, inc., www.bfby.org) 
that helps talented but disadvantaged 
belizean youth pay for their high school 
educations.

Mario Cader-Frech, mALS ’92, 
serves as vice President of Public Affairs 
and corporate Social Responsibility mTv 
networks Latin America.  cader-frech also 
serves as honorary consul of El Salvador in 
the U.S. his previous awards include Distin-
guished Salvadoran and a Ten year recogni-
tion from the national Gallery of Art.

1983 mALS graduate, Don Chen-
dorain participated in the 31st Annual 
virginia Senior Games in Richmond in may 
reaching the tennis finals and earning the 
bronze metal in the 50 meter race.  he 
reports, “a Georgetown mALS graduate 
is not only a quick study in the classroom 
but also quick on his feet.”

Dwayne Eutsey, mALS ’97, 
presented his paper “waking from this 
Dream of Separateness:  hinduism and 
the Ending of no. 44, ‘The mysterious 
Stranger,’”  in August at Elmira 2009:  The 

Sixth international conference on the 
State of mark Twain Studies in Elmira, 
ny.  The paper is now a submission for 
publication in The Twain center Journal.

The University of 
missouri School of medi-
cine presented its most 
prestigious awards on April 
2, 2009 in Kansas city, mo.  
David Fleming, M.D., ’76 
University of missouri and mALS ’08, 
was awarded the Alumni Distinguished 
Service Award.  he is founding director 
of the mU center for health Ethics and a 
professor of health services management 
and internal medicine at mU.

Elizabeth Foxwell, mALS ’90, 
edited John buchan:  A companion to 
the mystery fiction written by University 
of Ghent English professor Kate mac-
Donald, mcfarland & co., Jefferson, nc, 
publisher.  it is a comprehensive guide to 
the work of Scottish thriller author and 
politician John buchan (1875-1940).  The 
book is the first in the mcfarland com-
panions to mystery fiction series, which 
will produce solid reference works on 
often neglected and significant authors in 
the mystery field.

Norman Grandstaff,  mALS 
’99,  had painting installations  in a recent 
exhibition at the caelum Gallery in  the 
chelsea section of manhattan. his paint-
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ings will be part of an art exhibition in 
San francisco in the fall. his art may be 
seen at www.normangrandstaff.com

Mindy Williams 
Hollar, mALS ’98, recently 
joined the Stanford Uni-
versity School of Educa-
tion as Associate Director 
of Development.  This 
position builds from her previous work 
as Associate Director of international 
Development at the London office of 
the University of chicago.  her daughter 
joins her as a future hoya, class of 2012.

 Dr. Richard Greggory Johnson 
III, mALS 2000, has been awarded ten-
ure and promotion to Associate Profes-
sor in the Leadership and Policy Studies 
Department, The University of vermont.  
Also on the Uvm  faculty is Robert 
Nash, mALS ’84.

Rachelle Johnson,  mALS 2008, 
has been awarded the mike mansfield 
fellowship by The maureen and mike 
mansfield foundation.  Rachelle is a 
senior legislative assistant with the U.S. 
Senate.  The award provides a year of 
full-time Japanese language and area 
studies training in Dc followed by a 
year in Japan to explore Japan’s political 
structure and policy making processes 
and the effect Japan’s policies have on 
U.S. strategic interests in Asia.

Thomas Kerch, bALS ’03, Ph.D. ’08, 
joined the Graduate Liberal Studies fac-
ulty this summer offering, The citizen and 
the Regime:  The convergence of Politics 
and Ethics.  he is scheduled to teach one 
of the Thesis Proposal workshops in the 
fall term.

Sharon Kugler, mALS ’98, yale 
University chaplain, was the guest 
preacher at Georgetown’s christian Unity 
vespers Prayer Service sponsored by the 
office of campus ministry on April 20th.

Richard LaMagna, mALS ’96, is an 
online safety and investigations consul-
tant to Pfizer and ebay along with work 
with the national center for missing and 
Exploited children regarding online child 
safety.

The first book of poetry by John S. 
McClenahen, mALS ‘98, Eight mile: Se-
lected Poems, was reviewed in the Spring 
2009 issue of the “St. Lawrence University 
magazine.”  St. Lawrence is John’s under-
graduate alma mater.  his second book 
of poems, not only Explorers, is recently 
released and a reading, book-signing, and 
reception are scheduled for nov. 4  in 
the Leavey center book Store. come at 
6:00 Pm to “meet the author.” The reading 
will begin at 6:30 Pm. Reservations: lsp@
georgetown.edu.

Nan Morrison, bALS ’99, mALS 
’02, a member of the columbia Pike Artist 
Studios, hosts an art studio open house 

on Sunday, September 20,  2 – 5 P.m.  
come to Studio #16 on the 2nd fl. above 
the Arlington cinema and Draft house 
at the corner of columbia Pike and S. 
walter Reed Dr., 932 S. walter Reed Dr., 
Arlington, vA.

Jessica Neagle, mALS ‘09, earned 
the certificate of Apprenticeship in 
Teaching offered by the center for new 
Designs in Learning and Scholarship.  
Soon after her graduation Jessica served 
as one of the organizers for the Sacred 
Dc festival, Dc’s first gathering of local 
artists, musicians, and activists who par-
ticipated in yoga, meditation, and music 
to promote community healing as well as 
self-healing.  Jessica noted that “not coin-
cidentally, the festival fell on the summer 
solstice, a ‘day of transition,’” June 21st.

Kathy Pomerenk, mALS ‘09, also 
earned the certificate of Apprenticeship 
in Teaching offered by the center for 
new Designs in Learning and Scholar-
ship.  with perfect timing - following 
graduation - she was offered the position 
of membership manager for the hill-
wood museum.  She shares that one of 
the most appealing components of the 
position is the designing of educational 
programs for children and families that 
will promote their interest in museum 
membership.

Barry Phelps, mALS ‘96, started 
a new position as the managing writer-
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editor for the United States mint, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, office of Sales and 
Printing.  Prior to joining the mint, he 
served for five years as a senior writer-
editor at the Transportation Security 
Administration, Department of homeland 
Security.

News of Students
Pamela Carter-Birken, DLS 

candidate, published an article in the 
July-Aug. 2009 issue of Social work To-
day.  her piece, “creative connections 
– Art museums Reach out to Persons 
with Disabilities,” focuses on programs 
developed by The metropolitan muse-
um of Art and the Philadelphia museum 
of Art, see www.socialworktoday.com/
archive/072009.p16.shtml. 

Ralph DeFalco, DLS, received 
notification that his article, “Ethics, intel-
ligence and Preemptive and Preventive 
Actions,” has been peer reviewed and 
accepted for publication in the fall issue 
of The Journal of intelligence Ethics. 

Mary Lentz, 
DLS, former public 
school teacher and 
prosecutor, is also an 
attorney who special-
izes in public and 
private school law.  her 

book, campus Security for Public and 
Private colleges and Universities, 2009 
Edition, provides a compact, concise and 
organized manual for immediate refer-
ence and provides useful information on 
topics such as campus law enforcement, 
the partnering with federal and local 
agencies, and discussion of threat assess-
ments.  her insights into the duty to warn 
and the duty to protect include discus-
sion of the clery Act and fERPA regula-
tions. chapters cover drug investigations 
on campus, colleges and universities as 
growth industries, threats and campus 
safety, constitutional safeguards and 
other topics.

Thomas 
Lenihan, mALS, was 
selected to attend a 
national Endowment 
for the humanities 
summer teacher 
seminar, “The Thirteenth century Lives of 
St. francis of Assisi.  he lived and studied 
primarily in Siena and Assisi, italy, for six 
weeks.

Theta Alpha Kappa National 
Honor Society of Religious Stud-
ies and Theology held its annual 
member induction on march 24, 2009.  
Among the inductees named by Dr. 
Anthony Tambasco, TAK faculty mod-
erator, were Liberal Studies students         

Richard Kermond, John Musselman, 
Johnny Toma, and recent ‘09 graduate, 
William Barrett.

News of Faculty
The 2009 Dorothy brown Award, 

The University Award for outstanding 
faculty contribution to Georgetown, was 
bestowed on Dr. Frank Ambrosio, 
Liberal Studies core faculty and Associ-
ate Professor of Philosophy.

Dr. Chester Gillis was named 
Dean of the college of Georgetown 
University in April. he formerly served as 
Liberal Studies core faculty and Director 
of Doctoral Studies along with serving 
as the Amaturo chair in catholic Studies 
in the Department of Theology and was 
the founding director of the “Program on 
the church and interreligious Dialogue” 
in the berkley center for Religion, Peace, 
and world Affairs.

Dr. Arnold Bradford, facilitator, with 
February Roundtable guests    

TAK induction
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2009 Silver vicennial medalist, Dr. 
James Hershman was a panelist in June 
for The University of virginia’s center for 
Politics conference on massive Resis-
tance, virginia’s campaign to circumvent 
the orders of the Supreme court deci-
sion in brown v board of Education. This 
chapter in history, fifty years ago, has 
provided a lasting legacy for virginia and 
the nation.

Dr. Maurice Jackson introduced 
his recently published book, Let This 
voice be heard: Anthony benezet, fa-
ther of Atlantic Abolitionism, at a lecture 
and booksigning in february hosted by 
The office of Scholarly and Literary Pub-
lications, the history Department, and 
Georgetown college Americas initiative.

Dr. Abby Johnson, Liberal Stud-
ies core faculty, was awarded the Dean’s 
Service Award at commencement for 
her service to the Program as faculty 
Advisor for the Literature and Society 
curricular field and her many years of 
service teaching and thesis mentoring for 
countless students.

Dr. Tod Linafelt’s article, “Private 
Poetry and Public Eloquence in 2 Samuel 
1:17-27” was published in The Journal of 
Religion and “The bible’s Literary merits” 
in the chronicle of higher Education.  
he also has scholarly articles forthcoming 
in the journals vetus Testamentum  and 
interpretation as noted in the Summer 
edition of Theology at Georgetown.

Just released this summer is Dr. 
William McDonald’s book, immigra-
tion, crime and Justice, Emerald Group 
Publishing.

Dr. Percy North was a discus-
sant for a national Endowment for 
the humanities summer institute on 
“America Engages Russia” on June 22nd 
in manhattan.  her essay, “The Russian 
influence on American modernism,” 
appeared in the catalogue for the 
exhibition, American Artists from the 
Russian Empire, sponsored by the State 
Russian Art museum in St. Petersburg 
and traveling to moscow, nebraska, and 
San Diego.  Additionally her essay on 
max weber appears in the catalogue 

Dr. Frederick "Bud" Ruf and Dr. Chester Gillis, (shown with Dr. Anthony Tambasco),  were honored as gold 
medal Vicennial medalists at the Spring Convocation reflecting their twenty years as Georgetown faculty.  
Dr. Ruf now serves as Core Faculty Advisor for the Religious Studies curricular field succeeding Dr. Gillis, 
recently selected as Dean of Georgetown College.

Dr. William McDonald's Social Inequality class

for the cezanne and American modern-
ism exhibition opening in September at 
the montclair Art museum and traveling 
to the baltimore museum of Art in the 
spring of 2010.

In Memoriam:
Col. John J. Madigan III, USA, 

(Ret.), mALS ‘80, Ed.D., former Liberal 
Studies Adjunct Professor and father of 
Mark Madigan, mALS ‘92, and Thom-
as Madigan, mALS 2000, died may 4, 
2009.    LS

2009 Silver Vicennial Medalists: Dr. Percy North 
and Dr. James Hershman
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SEPTEMBER 22
John Haught
Science, Faith, and the New Atheism
(Reception and book-signing at 6:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by lecture at 7:00 pm in copley formal 
Lounge, at side entrance to the copley bldg. off 
the red brick piazza)

The bestselling books by the “new Athe-
ists,” Richard Dawkins, Sam harris and christo-
pher hitchens provide colorful portraits of the 
evils of religions, especially those that profess 
belief in a personal God.  in their passionate 
denunciation of faith in God, the new Atheists 
appeal especially to their readers’ ethical sensitiv-
ity.  however, it is not only in the name of moral-
ity, but also of reason and science, that they try to 
convince readers of the absolute wrongness of 
belief in God.  This lecture summarizes the ideas 
of the new Atheists and examines their claim 
that science has made belief in God intellectually 
superfluous.  Prof. haught will do a book signing 
of his work, God and the new Atheism.

John haught is a former faculty member in 
the theology department and in Liberal Studies 
and is now a Senior fellow in Science and Religion 
at the woodstock Theological center.  he is also 
now an internationally renowned scholar in sci-
ence and religion, with more than ten books and 
many articles on that topic.  in 2002 he was the 
winner of the owen Garrigan Award in Science 
and Religion, in 2004 the Sophia Award for Theo-
logical Excellence, and in 2008 a “friend of Darwin 
Award” from the national center for Science 
Education. he testified for the plaintiffs in the har-

risburg, PA “intelligent Design trial” (Kitzmiller et al. 
vs. Dover board of Education).  in recognition of 
his work on theology and science he was awarded 
an honorary degree by the University of Louvain, 
belgium, in 2009. 

OCTOBER 28
Kevin FitzGerald, S.J.
Science, Public Policy, and Ethics
(Reception at 6:00 p.m. followed by lecture 
at 7:00 pm in the faculty club in the Leavey 
Student center)

The temptation of scientific research is 
to consider science as purely objective and 
value-free.  Another temptation is the techno-
logical imperative, a claim that if something can 
be done, it should be done, that research should 
never be impeded.  often unnoticed, also, is 
the fact that research is so expensive that much 
of it can only be carried out with the help of 
grants and government support, and these are 
subject to the choices of those in power.  These 
considerations all raise the issue of how science 
is related to ethics and to public policy, the topic 
of this second lecture.

Kevin fitzGerald is a Research Associate 
Professor in the Division of biochemistry and 
Pharmacology of the Department of oncology and 
the David Lauler chair for catholic health care 
Ethics. he is also a member of the center for clini-
cal bioethics, the Advisory board for the center for 
infectious Disease (ciD), and the Angiogenesis, in-
vasion, metastasis Program at the Lombardi cancer 
center. he is also a Jesuit priest. he is an expert on 
human cloning, cloning research, ethics of cloning, 

and genetic testing.  he has a Ph.D. in molecular 
Genetics and a Ph.D. in bioethics.

 
DECEMBER 11
Brian Floca
An Author and Artist Reflects on 
Sharing the Space Age
(Reception and book-signing at 6:00 p.m. fol-
lowed by lecture at 7:00 pm in the faculty club 
in the Leavey Student center)

This lecture will take a personal turn to 
help us reflect on the fascination we can all de-
velop for the world of science without being sci-
entists and for the possibilities of eliciting wonder 
at science in our children, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, and students.  An artist and author of 
children’s books will talk about his own journey 
and his work, what draws him to a topic, and the 
challenges and pleasures of sharing a scientific 
subject with a young audience..  The lecture will 
provide an occasion for us also to celebrate the 
end of the semester and the coming holidays, 
and copies of mr. floca’s book on Apollo 11 will 
be available for purchase as holiday gifts.

brian floca studied art, history, and art 
history at brown University and the Rhode island 
School of Design, and obtained an mfA degree 
at the School of visual Arts in new york. he has 
illustrated more than two dozen books by others as 
well as his own children’s books.  his book Lightship 
received the prestigious Sibert honor medal.  he 
will be discussing especially moonshot: The flight of 
Apollo 11, making available to a new generation the 
story of the moon landing on its 40th anniversary.

in the age of science, Liberal Studies needs to examine the ways in which scientific perspectives contribute to what it means 
to be human and what genuinely contributes to human flourishing.  but physical sciences and the liberal arts have usually been 
relegated to separate spheres of study, frequently been contrasted as “hard science” (value-free) and “soft science” (values-laden), 
and sometimes been outrightly opposed to each other.  This series will address such issues with the help of three speakers:

A Lecture Series to Commemorate the 400th Anniversary of Galileo’s First Use of the 
Telescope and the Centennial Anniversary of Charles Darwin

Science and Human Values
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Program News/Announcements

Saturday Art Lecture/Tours
Join the fall national Gallery Art tours, Great Sculpture through 

the Ages, on Sept. 12, october 3, november 14, and at the Kreeger 
museum on  December 5 conducted by Dr. Eric Denker, Liberal Stud-
ies faculty member, head of Tours and Education for the national 
Gallery of Art.  The featured artist or themes for each tour are listed 
in the calendar.  Participants meet in the Rotunda in the west wing 
of the national Gallery, the lobby of the Kreeger on Dec. 5.  note 
that the tour schedule is 10:30 Am - 12:00 Pm.  Participants, new and 
continuing, please email or phone Anne Ridder to register for the 
series and indicate if you plan to bring a guest, riddera@georgetown.
edu; 202-687-5706.

Fall Feet First Tour
marianne Green, mALS ‘98, a longtime associate with the 

Department of facilities, invites us to join her and michael Pontti, 
Superintendent of Landscape, waste and fleet management, for 
a  Walking Woodland Tour through the campus (rain or shine) 
on Saturday, November 14, 10 AM to noon,  followed by lunch 
(optional) at the Epicurean buffet in Darnall hall. meet at the main 
gate, 37th and o Sts., nw.

The landscape team has affixed 3 x 5 aluminum identification 
plates  to tree species planted and growing throughout the campus. 
michael artistically rotates the annuals and perennials  and shrubbery 
displays in every nook and cranny of the extended campus, ap-
propriate for each season.  Limited reservations (16) for the walking 
woodland Tour may be submitted by email to lsp@georgetown.
edu or call 202-687-5706; 5913. 

 we welcome additional hosts and ideas for future feet first 
tours or events. 

PLAYS AND PANELS:
Performing Arts Events in Collaboration 
with Synetic Theater in Rosslyn.

Graduate Liberal Studies will resume the collaboration it 
began last season with the Synetic Theater.  The theater has again 
arranged for those associated with Liberal Studies to obtain 
discount tickets for specific performances that will then feature 
a panel afterwards, including Georgetown faculty, to discuss the 
play.  Dean Tambasco will serve as moderator for these panels.  
mark the dates on your calendar and watch for details before 
each performance.  
October 2:  A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Dr. Joan Holmer
November 1 matinee:  Dracula, Dr. Tod Linafelt
February 5 (at Lansburg Theater):  Antony and Cleopatra, 
Dr. Josiah Osgood
April 16:  Metamorphosis, Dr. Frederick Ruf
for more information on the theater and the plays, go to <synet-
ictheater.org>

Program Notes
from Anne Ridder, Assistant Dean

welcome to the fall term, and a new world of technology 
at Georgetown.  The Registrar is further refining and custom-
izing the transition of the former Student Records System, SiS, 
to the banner system and myAccESS and fAcULTyAccESS.  
we are fine-tuning the Graduate Liberal Studies portion of the 
recently redesigned ScS website to facilitate your navigation 
of the web and provide the most current and correct School, 
University and Program information. Also all approved gradu-
ate theses are now submitted online.  your comments and/or 
suggestions are greatly appreciated so that these "tools" and 
procedures are useful and working for you.  welcome to the 
58 graduates joining our mALS alumni.  Do take advantage of 
the mALS Alumni Auditor option, space available. you may 
request through me, not the professor, to audit a mALS course 
for a fee of $50. Please note our extended hours are until 6 Pm 
on Tuesday evenings.  many professors bring their graded 
course papers to our office for your retrieval.  we keep them 
for two semesters, only.  if you cannot come when the office is 
open, you may call or email me to leave your paper in an en-

velope taped beside our door for you to pick up after hours.  
Please join me in thanking Sandra vieira, mALS '05 alumna 
editor, and her alumni assistants for this 35th Anniversary issue 
of Liberal Studies at Georgetown.
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On a huge hill,
cragged, and steep,
Truth stands
and he that will
Reach her,
about must and
about must go. . . .

John Donne

Aug 31 Walk-In Fall Registration and Payment, 9:00 Am - 6 Pm
  white-Gravenor bldg. for payment, only; Suite 225 icc for registration assis-

tance
Sept 1 mass of the holy Spirit, lunch on the lawn - 12 noon
 New Student Orientation: 4:00 Pm, Rm. 107 intercultural center
Sept 7  Holiday: Labor Day
Sept 8  Fall classes begin. (check your schedule and syllabus on the Liberal Studies 

website for the exact date and location of your first class meeting. main cam-
pus departmental courses begin Sept. 2nd.  follow the monday/wednesday 
scheduling rule.)

Sept 12 Art Lecture/Tour - 10:30 Am, national Gallery of Art
     Great Sculpture Across the Ages 
Sept 14  Last Day of Add/Drop
Sept 15 Incomplete Deadline for Summer courses with approval of professor.  

Submit the late work by 4 Pm to icc 225, Graduate Liberal Studies office.  
Sept 22 SciEncE AnD hUmAn vALUES LEcTURE SERiES:
 1st Lecture by John haught, Ph.D.  Science, faith, and the new Atheism
 6:00 Pm, Reception; 7:00 Pm, Lecture - copley formal Lounge
oct 2  Synetic Theater in Rosslyn Play and Discussion: A midsummer night’s Dream
oct 3  Art Lecture/Tour - 10:30 Am, national Gallery of Art
     The Judith Leyster nGA Exhibition
oct 12  Mid-Semester Holiday: Columbus Day
oct 28  SciEncE AnD hUmAn vALUES LEcTURE SERiES:
 2nd Lecture by Kevin fitzgerald, S. J.,  Science, Public Policy, and Ethics
 6:00 Pm, Reception; 7:00 Pm, Lecture - The faculty club in the Leavey center
nov  1  Synetic Theater in Rosslyn Play and Discussion (matinee): Dracula
nov   2 Spring Online Registration begins (Stu.Acct.must be below $2000)
nov.  4 Reading and booksigning with John mcclenahen, mALS ‘98, not only Explorers
nov 14 Art Lecture/Tour - 10:30 Am, national Gallery of Art
     The Darker Side of Light: nineteenth century Prints
Dec    1 MALS Applications due for Spring 09 Admission   
Dec    3 Thesis Submission Deadline for fall 2009 mALS candidates
Dec    5 Art Lecture/Tour - 10:30 Am, Kreeger museum on foxhall Road
     The william Kentridge Exhibition
Dec  11 SciEncE AnD hUmAn vALUES LEcTURE SERiES:
 3rd Lecture by brian floca, mfA
 An Author and Artist Reflects on Sharing the Space Age
 6:00 Pm, Reception; 7:00 Pm, Lecture - The faculty club in the Leavey center
Jan  13  Walk-in Spring Registration and Payment, 9:00 Am - 6 Pm
               white-Gravenor bldg. for payment, only,
 Suite 225 icc for registration assistance 
 Spring courses begin (check your schedule and syllabus on the Liberal 

Studies website for the exact date and location of your first class meeting. main 
campus departmental courses follow the monday/wednesday scheduling rule.)

Jan 15  Incomplete Deadline for Fall courses with approval of professor.  Submit 
late work by 4 Pm to icc 225, Graduate Liberal Studies office

feb 2  DLS Applications Deadline for fall ‘10 Admission
Apr 30 MALS Applications due for Summer ‘10 Admission   
 Thesis Submission Deadline for Spring ‘10 mALS candidates
may 22 SCS Liberal Studies Commencement: 5:00 Pm, Gaston hall, 3rd fl. healy hall
may 23 University baccalaureate: 9:00 Am, healy Lawn

*Philosophy Roundtable Dinner Discussions resume: two in the fall, two in the spring.  
watch your email for dates, topics, and to make your reservation.

Liberal Studies Fall 2009 Calendar
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